
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Five: Jesus’ Teachings at the Last Supper  
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Luke 22:15-20; John 13:3-15; 13:21-27; 13:33-35; 14:15-18; 16:12-14; 17:20-22
A
t the close of Jesus’ final week, He instructed two of His disciples to make arrange-ments for a place where they could observe the Passover (Mark 14:13-15). When evening came, they assembled together to eat the Passover meal (Matt. 26:20). During this “Last Supper” He ate with His disciples, four important events took place.    
1. Institution of the Lord’s Supper.  During the meal Jesus took bread, blessed it and declared, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19).  He did the same thing with the fruit of the vine, calling it the “New Covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20). With this Jesus established a fundamental practice of worship to God in Christ.
2.  Washing the Disciples’ Feet.  After the meal, John tells us that Jesus washed the feet of each of the disciples.  This would have been a shocking thing. As their Master, He would not have been expected to do such a lowly task. Afterward, He told them, “you should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  With this He commanded them to be willing to serve one another in humility.
3.  Prediction of Betrayal and Denial.  Jesus knew from the beginning that He would be crucified, yet on this night He even showed that He knew who would betray Him and deny Him. He declared, “One of you will betray Me” (John 13:21).  All began to deny it, but Jesus identified who it was—Judas Iscariot. Jesus told him, “what you do, do quickly” (John 13:27).  Judas then left the room.  As the evening progressed, Jesus revealed that all of them would soon abandon Him.  When Peter denied that he would leave Jesus, He told Peter, “the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times” (John 13:38).
4.  Prayer for the Future. Before leaving the house, Jesus offered three prayers for the future.  First, He prayed that in what was about to happened God would, “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You” (John 17:1). Then He prayed for His disciples, that God might, “keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15). Finally, He prayed for those who would come to believe through the Apostles’ teaching—“that they may be one” (John 17:21). Jesus has always wanted religious unity.

Throughout the Passover meal, Jesus also taught the disciples a number of powerful lessons.  He taught them a “new commandment” to follow His example of love for one another (John 13:34).  He also declared that He, alone was the way to God.  He said, “I am the Way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father, except through Me”(John 14:6).  With this, Jesus made it clear that salvation in this age must come from (and through) Him.  All other ways are false ways.  Finally, He promised to the Apostles that after His departure He would send them a “Helper” (or “Comforter”)—“the Spirit of truth” (John 14:17).  He promised the Apostles that the Holy Spirit would, “Teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you” (John 14:26) and “guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). This was a special promise to the Apostles which would bring about the complete revelation of the New Covenant. 
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	Week
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	Monday
	Tuesday
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	Saturday

	35
	Ezekiel 43-48
	Daniel  1-6
	Daniel  7-12
	Hosea 1-7
	Hosea 8-14
	Joel
	Amos 1-4


Study Questions
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1.  Jeremiah 31:31 had promised a “new covenant.” What does Jesus reveal in speaking of the fruit of the vine as the “new covenant” in His blood (Luke 22:20)?

2.  What are two names that Paul uses for this memorial?


_____________________________________ (1 Cor. 10:16).


______________________________________(1 Cor. 11:20).
3.  What was Peter’s reaction when Jesus tried to wash his feet (John 13:6-9)?

4.  Through what unusual method did Jesus identify Judas as His betrayer (John 13:26)?

5.  If even Peter could deny Jesus, what should that teach us about our own faithfulness to the Lord?


6.  Jesus prayed that God might glorify Him (John 17:1).  How was this fulfilled, if God allowed Jesus to be crucified?



Might God ever allow us to glorify Him through suffering?


7.  If Jesus prayed that those who believe in Him should be one, what does that indicate about His view of modern denominationalism?



Does denominationalism achieve unity?


8.  What about Jesus command to love was a “New Commandment” (John 13:34)?

9.  What about Jesus’ promise to send the Holy Spirit to the Apostles shows that it was a special promise to them, and not believers in general (John 14:26)?




Key Passage: “Then He said to them, ‘With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God’” (Luke 22:15-16, NKJV). 
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